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cause of freedom, members will avail them-
selves of that opportunily and go out in
greater nutibers this time than they did on
the oceasion of the last referendum, and so
make this final effort to bring about the
eonsumunation of conseription, which I re-
gard as absolutely necessary in this, our
deepr anxiely. I have mueh pleasure in
secomding the nwtion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

On motion hy Hon.
adjourned.

H. Cayson, debate

Haouse adjoenrned at £.10 p.m.
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1
MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Lewislative Assembly met at noon,
purstant to praclamation by [Iis Fxeellency
the Guvernor, which proelamation was read
by the Clerk {Mr. A. R. Grant).

MESSAGE—OPENING  BY (COMMIS-
SLONER.

A Message from rthe Commissioner ap-
pointedd hy the Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parlimmeni re-
quested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in  the Legislative
Council Chamber; and hon. members having
aceordingly procesded to that Chawmber and
heard the Commission read they returned to

the Assembly (‘hamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour the Chief Justice (Sir
Hobert Parse MeMillan, IXt.), having been
commissioned by the Governor, appeared in
the Assembly Chamber to administer to
wembers the oath of allegiance to His Ma-
jesty the lKing.

The Clerk prodoced election writs show-
g the return of 49 members,

With the following exceptions all the
members elected were present and took and
subscribed the oath as required by Statute,
and signed the voll:—AMr. J. B. Holman
(Murchison), Mr. H. Robinson (Albany).
Mr. AL A, Wilson (Collie).

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [12.317, aldressing the Clerk, said:
Mr, Grant, the House being duly consti-
tuted, 1 now move—

That AMr. Taylor do take the Chair of
this House as Speaker.

. UNDERWOQOD
I second the molion.

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest) [12.33]: Is
it vpen to submit Further nominations?

The Clerk: Yes.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Then L have much
pleasure in nominating Mr. L. B. Johnston
to take the Chair. During his previous
oceupancy of the Chair the lon. member
gave prowise of develoy ing into a very cap-
able Spcaker.  Comseguently | now. nomi-
nale him for the high and honourable eifice
of Speaker.

My, JOHNSTON  (Wiliams-Narruzin)
[12.34]: Tn view of the quarter from which
the nomination ) roceeds, | refose fo aceept
the proposed honour.

Mr. TAYLOR (M1 Marvgaret) (12.553]:
Ar, Grant, and hon. wembers, | submit my-
gclf to the will of the Honse.

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having been
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion. said [12361: [
desire to thank lon. members Lor having
placed me in the high and honourahle posi-
tion of Speaker to-dav, and I can onlv hojre
that 1 shail be able to fulfil hon. members’
expeclations in that posifion. 1 realise
the importance of the Speakership in rela-

{Pilbara) [12.32]:
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tion to the deliberations and iecisions of
tlis House, and 1 assure hon. members that
1 will endcavour to the very utmost of my
ability 10 allow that  freedom of  speech
which is necessarv to the conduet of the
busintess of the House and in keeping with
its decorum. | again thank hoen. members
for having placed me in this position.

Congratulations.

The PREMIER (llen. 1. B. lefroy.
Moore) [12.57]: Mr. Speaker, 1 offer you
my very hearty congratulations un veur re-
election to (he high and honourable oflice of
Bpeaker of this House. | trust that the
problems which wiil arise Jduring the forth-
eominy session will be no greater than those
with which vou had (o eontend during the
late FPailiaunent. I ean assure vou, Mr.
‘Speaker, that vou will have tie loval sup-
port of hon. members of this House. who
equally wilh yourself are anxious to uphold
the tradifions of the Legislaiive Assembly
-of this State. 1 mm eertain all hon. members
will support you in your desire to ensure
that the conduet of husiness in ihis House
shall be such as will be, not only a eredit to
thon. members 1hemselves, but an henour to
vou, Sir.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [12.39]:
Mr, Speaker. | desire to add mv congratn-
lations to those of the 1Premier upon vour
elevation to the Chan of this Hounse. Your
lengthy Tarliamentary experience—I he-
lieve, Sir, von are now the father of the
House—should enable you to guide our de-
liberations with satisfaction not only to
vourself hut to members generally, T eon-
gratnlate you, Sir.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefrov—
Mogre) [12.40]: Mr. Speaker, 1 have to in-
form vou that His Lxcelleney the Governor
has intimated that he will be pleased to re-
-cetve vou together with hon. members whao
may desive to accompany ¥ou.

Ritting suspended from 1241 te 1.5 pm.

‘On resining,

Mr. SPEAKLER said: T have to report
‘that | have submitted myself to His Ex-
wcellenev, and that His Excellency has lheen

| leased 1o express bis satistuction at ihe
choice ol the Aszembly in  the following
Lerins i —

The Honourable the Speaker of the
Lerislative Assembly,—It is with muoch
pleasure that | learn that you have been
aunin clected by the members of the Lex-
islative Assetmblv to the high and honour-
able oftice of Speaker of that House. I
lave every confidenee that you will fill
the office in a worthy and dignified man-
nev, and | have the honour to aflirm the
conslitutional rigivs and privileges hith-
erto enjoved by (he Legislative Assembly
of this State.  (Szd.) William Ellison-
Macariney, {imvernor,

witting suspended from 1.5 to 250 pa

SULMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in ves-
ponse to summnons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Couneil Chamber (o hear the Gov-
ernor’s Speech in formally opening the ses-
sion of Pavliament (vide Council report
anfe), and, having returned to the Legis-
lative .\ssembly Chamber, Mr. Speaker re-
suined the Chair.

OBITUARY—Mr, B, ), STURBS.

The PREMIER (Hou. H. B. Lefroy---
MoorveY [316]: | desire to move a motion
withoit notice. The late Lieut. Stubbs was
elected to this House in 1914, and 1 am suve
membhers dJesire to offer an expression of
sympathy with those whom he has left be-
hind. ‘The hon. gentleman sat opposite to
me in the House for some vears. but I lhiave
never allowed the feeling of partyv allegi-
ance to weigh with we in considering the
personal qualilications of those with whowm
[ am associated in the House. We all re-
cognise the zealous manner in which the late
Lieut, Stubbs attended fo his duties in the
House: hut he heard a eall that was greater
than the rall of party, he heard the call of
King and eountry, and he left us to take
up arms in defence of our hearihs and
homes. | wm sure hon. members hononr
bim Ffor that: honour him for the feeling
whiel prompted him to 2o forth. He has
lost his life in tle interests of home anid
country. For what greater thing eculd man
lay down his life? Dut there ave those who
have heen left behind to mourn his lass, and
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I trust they may be to some extent com-
pensated by the feelings which I am sure
are imbuing fhe minds of hon, members. |
am guite sure hon. members will agree wilh
me that we should express a feeling of con-
dolence for the bereaved family of the gal-
lant officer who las lest his life in the ser-
vices of our couniry. I therefurc bez to
nmove— ¥
That the Ilouse desires to place on ve-
cord its deep regret at the death in action
of Second Lieut. B. J. Stubls, member
for Subiaco, and tenders to his family tis
sincerest sympathy v the loss they have
sustained; and that the terms of this reso-
lution be communicated to his widow and
family by Mr. Spealker,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [3.20]: [
rise with feelings of deep regret to second
the motion. The late Lieut Stubbs was a
resident of this State for over 20 years, and
throughont the whole of that period he dis-
played a keen inferest in all matters of pub-
lic concern regarding the welfare of the
people of the State, TLieut. Stubbs was a
member of this Honse for six years, =a
period covering two IParliamenis. Those
who had the privilege of his aequaintance
ean say that he at all times displayed zeal
in the discharge of the duties appertaining
(o his office, and that he was highly esteemed
and respected by every member, irrespective
of parly differences. The late hon. member

had reached a stage in life at whieh he
fairly might have eclaimed to be exempt

from military duties, but nevertheless he
heard the call of his eountry. If is nearly
two vears sinee first he joined (he Austra-
lian Imperial Forces, and we can only bope
that the sorrow of the widow and relatives
will he somewhat lessenel by the knowledge
that Lieut. Stubbs died as  he had lived,
a resolute, conrageous fighter for all that he
believed 1o he right and just. T second the
moting.
Question passed: members standing,

PAPERS PRESENTED.
3y the Premier: Reports of Tnspector
General of Insane, State Labour Bureau.
Chief Harbour Master, Perth Public Hos-
pital.  By-laws—Health Act, Municipalities
of Albany, Broome, Busselton, Cottesloe,
and Northam, roads hoards of Claremont,
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Cottesloe Beach, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Mel-
bourne. Peppermint Grove, Warren, West
Arthur, and West Guildford, loeal lealth
authorities of Dowerin and  Meekatharra.
Regulalions under the Prisons Aet, State
Chililven Act, Jetties Regulation Aet, Regis-
teation of Births Deatlis and Marrviages Act,
Police Benefii 'und, Broome Jetty, Pearl-
ing Act. Public Service List. Dismissal of
3. Flood From Gwalin State Hotel.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws—

Harvey Drainage board, Katanning, Bridge-

town, and Brookton water areas, Metropoli-
tan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage
Departinent, roads boards of Claremont,
Cottesloe Beaeh, Dalwalling, Dumibleyung..
Geraldton, Watanning, Melville, Morawa,
Muliewa, Northnm, Perenjori, Perth, and
Westonia. munieipalities of Broome, Kai-
zoorlie, Northam, North Fremantle, and
Perth. Regulations under the Plog Act
adopted by all municipalities and road ddis-
tricts. Aeeounis of Boya Quarty,

By* the Attorney General: Reports of
Woods and Forests Department, and De-
partment of Land Titles. Rules under the
Local Courls Acl. Timber regulations under-
the Land Aet.  Arbitration Court award—
Metropolitan  Timber Yard and Sawmill
Employees’ Union and Amalgamated Tim-
ber Union of Workers.

2v the Coloninl Treasurer: Publie Ac.
counts—Heports of Workers' Homes Board,
Government  Savings Bank, Aunditor Ceen-
eral; report cnder Public Eduneation En-
dowment Act.  Statement under Life As-
suranee Companies Aet.  Rewulations under
Workers” Homes Board  Aet Awmendment
Aet,

By the Minister for Mines and Railways:
1, Western Australian Government Tram-
ways, relurns of receipts and expenditure-
for quarters ended 30lh June and 30ilr
Seplember, 1917. 2, Government Railways.
Act, returns for quarters ended 30th June-
and 30th September, 1917, 3, Western Aus-
tralian Government Eleetrie Works, re-
turns of receipts and expenditure for quar-
fers ended 30th June and 30th September,
1917. 4, Regulations under (a) Mining
Act, (b) Mines Regulation Act, and (¢}
Coal Mines Regulation Act. 5., Mining De-
velopment Vote. return of reeeipls and ex-
penditure for vear ended 3th June, 1917.
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BILL—BROOME LOCAL COURT,
ADMIRALTY JCURISDICTION.

The PREMIER (Hon. H., B. Lefroy—
Moore) by leave without notice (by way of
asserting privilege) introduced a Bill for the
eonterving of Admiralty jurisdiclion upon
the local court at Broome, and for other re-
lative purpuses.

Bill read a first time.

GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPELECH.

Mr. SPEAKER announced that copies ol
the Governor’s Opening Speech had been
distributed to members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [3.56]: 1
move—
That the following .lddress be pre-

sented o His Excellency the Governor in
reply to the Speech he has been so gra-
riously pleased to deliver lo Parliament:
—“Muy it please your Ezcellency—1We
the Legislutive Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of Western lustralian in Parlia-
ment assembled beg to express loyalty to
our Most Gracious Souvereign, and to
thank Your FE.ecellency for the Speech
you have been pleased tv address to Par-
liament.”
Whilst it gives me great pleasure to move
this motion, I wish it understood that as a
Nationalist 1 reserve to myself freedom of
-speech and action during my oeecupaney of
the Gascoyne seat. 1 was returned as a
Nationalist, and one of the planks of that
party stipulates that we shall have freedom
-of speech and action, and shall he respon-
:sible to only our electors. There have heen
phases of Government nction in the past
which T could not support, and utierances
«of certain Ministers as to tleir inten-
tions in the future which T cannot endorse
without obtaining further information. Tt
is, however, my desire as a Nationalist to
give to the Government general support,
and  to assist them in every possible
‘way , in  their desire o promote the
welfare of the State and the people. As

long as they du this, 1 will do my utmost
to support them, but it they go bevond this
and bring in legislative propoesals which I
cannut agree to, they must expect my eriti-
c¢ism. In view of the expressed desire of
the Governuent to give members of both
Houses an opportunity of participating in
the fortheoming Reinforcemenis Referen-
dum, | do not propose to detain ihe House
at any length. | shall reserve to myself
the right to speak on the Government's
parlinmentary policy at some wmore fitting
oceasion.  The resulis ot lhe recent elee-
tions, in which 35 XNationalisis were re-
turned to the House, afford, L thiok, eon-
vineing evidenee

Hon. W. . Angwin: You are wrong;
vou are forgetting the Country party mem-
bers.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, we are all united
on this side.  All 33 members were returned
as Natienalists, or, shall 1 say, as Govern-
menl supporters. | think the Government
have acted wisely in lislening to the voice
of the people, and for the time being put-
ting aside party polities in the interests of
untional obligations. The Government are
daing rquite right in supporting the pro-
posals of the Prime Minister, whiclh are
aimed ot securing adequate reinforcements
for aur brave hovs at the Front. Let us
redeem the promise made af the commence-
ment of the war. that until vietory is as-
sured the State will stand with the Empire
to the last man and the last shilling.

Hon. P. Collier: Where is the last shil-
ling in this appeat?

Mr. ANGELO: T have at various times
heard the opinion expressed that the War is
a Federal matter, and one with which the
State Parliament shounld not interfere. In
my opinion, there should he only one win-
the-war policv in the Tmperial Parliament
and in the Commonwealth 1arliament and
alsv in ohe State Parliament, and. further,
in every municipality and in every roads
hoard and in evervy private house. That
is the only wav Tn which we shall win the
war, and 1 think I can safely say that it is a
way which is being followed by 99 out of
every 100 households in this State. We
have only to sge the wonderful work the
ladies are doing, in order {0 recognise that
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it is not only the men who are trying to
win the war, bnt that the ladies also are
assistine.  Mverywhere we see ladies, even
when they atlend public meelings, knitting
socks and otherwise doing all in their power
for the comfort of our hovs at the Front.
That. I think, is the spirit that is going
to help to win the war; not the spirit which
asks where the last shilling comes in. T note
with pleasare the reference in the Speech
to the visit of the Governor General and
the complelion of the Greal Western Rail-
way. The completion of that work will
largely help fo break down the isolation of
this State from the rest of the Common-
wealth. T think we ean all hope that it will
have a great effect in bringing abont a more
wennine Federal spivit thap we have exper-
ienced in the past. Easy and regular ecom-
munieation hetween this and the Eastern
States will help the people of Australia te
hecome hetter acquainted with each otler,
and will also help in the development of ihe
aveat resources of Western Australia. T
have heen returned as the representative of
a North-Western constituency, and T desire
to speak aboul something with whicli T am
intimately acquainted, Th exactly the same
wayv as Western Australia has  suffered
through isolation from the otlier States andl
throngh s distance from the seat of Fed-
cral Governmeni. has the North-West. in {he
opinien of its vesidents, suffered through
the distance which separates it from Perth
and owing to the irregular eommunication
which it has had to put ap with. Tle irreg-
ulavity of commmnication has, in especial,
exereised a highly detrimental effeet on the
development of that most mportant part
of Western Australin.  Previons  Govern-
menis have not, 1 claim, given to the North-
West thal aitention which it undonbtedly
deserves, Ministers of the Crown and other
distinenished vigitwis Dhave at times frav-
clled alone the North-West coast. but thev
have very seldom proceeled inland.  They
"have merely heen able to see what the North-
Western ports are like, and for their know-
ledge of the inland country thev have relied
on hearsav. We nerd hetter arranwements for
voverning the Norih. On that subject several
sigwestions higve been made. One sug-
westion, which in faet was put forward by
wmy opponent at the last election, is that the

North-West sliould have antonomy. In my
opinion, however, it is ridienlous to propose
that 3000 or G000 people should set up a
tiovernuunt of their own., .\nother pro-
posal was thal the North-West should be
taucked on to the Northen Terrvitory, and ad-
minivlored by the Feleral Government. To-
that | sayv, Gold Lorhid!  Administration by
the TFederal authorities has not heen allo-
vother satigfactory so far as it hns been ex—
perienced in ennnection with  the  North-
Woest. A third proposal is one whieh:
E have advoeated for some considerable time,
namely  that a Nevih-Western  department
should he established in the State Govern-—
ment, that there should be an Honorary Min-
ister in control of the destinies of the Novtle
West.  let me ask hon. membhers to call to-
mind the map of Anstralia which hangs in
the next room. That map divides this eon-

tinent inlo practically three sections. The-
central seetion, which was originally  the-

colony ot South Anstralia, is now governed
by fwo Administrations; Sowh Australia js-
adininistered by its State Government, and
the Northern Territory is controlled by the
Fedoral unthorities. When recently visiting-
Port Darwin, 1 was surprised to find what
a nwmber of departments are  considered
necessary to control the development of the-
Northein Terrifory,  Let wis now refer to the
Eastern third of Australia. There we find
it is considered necessary to administer hy

means ol three Governments. namely the
Governments  of  Queensland. New South

Whales, and Vietoria.” Tuarning now to oar-
own third of Australia, the largest thied,
we find that one Government, domiciled in
the Southern portion, is administering the
entire third, and econtrolling the destinics of”
the tar North-Wesl. In my opinion it is
hizh time for the creation of a department
such as | have sugvested, a department to-
look after tle Northern portion of this.
State. 1 may bhe told fhat such n seheme-
is without precedent; hut in these days we-
have Ministers for Repatrviation and all
sorts of other Ministers created as necessity
arises. T.et me assure hon. memhers that
necessily has now arisen for the creation of
a department of the North-West. The pre-
sent seems a peculiarly opportune time for-
duving semething of the sort. An Honorary
Minister’s portfolio is now vaeant, and I



(20 NoveEMBER, 1917 ] 17

elatin that the Northi-West is entiiled to that

purtfolio.
Hon. P. Collier: Yours is geographieal
Nationalism.

Mr. ANGELO: This House has now four
Norvtli-Western metubers. Four the first time
since its establishment this House eontains
tfour men who have spent most of their lives
in the North-Weslt aml koow its require-
nents.  Unftortonately, however, unless the
North-West ohluins direct representation in
the (‘abinei, those four members will not he
able to achieve very much. Therefore T wish
to ask the llouse. or the Government, or

whoever appeinls  the Honorary Minis-
ler-——-

Hon. 1. Collier: 1le is appointed by
Caneus,

Mr. ANGELO: To seek around for a

man who has had Parlinmentary  experi-
ence—-—

Hon. . Collier: e is the man.

My, ANGELO:  Who has already leld a
portfolie, and who in a time of stress has
proved his loyalty to the eountry.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And who told the far-
mers to get work.

Mr. ANGELO: When ihat member is
found—and he should not be hard to find—
he should be appointed. T make this request
on behalf of the North-Wesi, and 1 trusi
that the justice of the elaim will be recog-
nised.

Hon. . Collier: L= the Caucus listening?

Mr. ANGELO: 1 desire to refer briefly
to the indusiries whieh particularly affect
the North-West, The first 1 desire to touch
on is the pastoral industry, the principal in-
dustry of that part of the State. I am glad
to say that the industry is now in a flonr-
ishiug condition. But there is danger ahead.
Before the war the shipping requirements
of the Nurih-West were met by four Singa-
pore steamers, three cattle steamers, and a
mail boat. That tonnage has now heen re-
duced by approximately 50 per cenl. There
are now only two Singapore boats on that
coast, and onlv one cattle boat, hecanse T
nnderstand the “Moira”™ las been definitelv
withdrawn. The one mail hoat runs only
ceeasionally.  Hon. members will see that
North-Western 1onnuge has been reduced
by A0 per eent. Dut. on top of that, the
effectiveness of the remaining tonnage lhas

been further reduced by reasem of the faet
that before the war the wool went north
and the stuck eame svuth, whereas now both
woul and steck have te conte soutl. Up to
the present na dilliculty has been experi-
enced from this fuct, hecanse the seasons
have heen good aud the stork roantes have
been open. Tie records of the pastoral in-
dustry, however, show that after a c¢vele of
gond seusons we must expect had seasens.
We have had three pood seasons, and may
reasonably expect a bad season to follow.
What js woing to happen to onr produce and
our slock it a had season comes along next
vear, closiny the stoek routes, with the ship-
pine tonnaze fullen away as it has?  The
question is nol one whieh affects the North-
West only. The people of the meotropolitan
mien are tu eat the meat of the North-\West,
and they will suffer it that meat cannot be
hrougli down—the cost of living wust in
sucl eivewstances increase materially, As
regards the State Steamship Serviee, [ am
opposed to State enterprise unless the en-
terprise be of such a charvacter that it is im-
possible for any individual or body of indi-
vidnals to carry it on. The railway service
is an instance in point: and [ consider il to
the inierest of the State as a whole to de-
velop the North-West by steamer communi-
cation in the same way as our {rovernments
have develojied the southern portion of the
State by railway ecommunication. At the
present iime, unfertunately, the vequire-
ments of the Narth-West are supplied by
two old, obsolete boats. Both vessels are
too slow for the exacting conditions of the
Nmth-Western service. T consider the Gov-
ernment would be acting wisely in immedi-
altely ordering 1wo new steamers to run on
the North-West coast.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You are a Nationalist.

Hon. 1. Collier: Come over here.

Hon. W. . Anwein: What abont the
nmatey ?

Mr, ANGELDO: Of course the question

of money comes m, bot I understand that
really no money would be required to obtain
the lwo stemmers. Thev ecan be purchased
on the same conditions as the “Kangaroo”
was purchased. Omne of them, a passenger
boat, would cost abont £170,000, and the
ather, a catile heat, nbout £130,000. 1f
handled on (he same lines us resulted in the
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freight bookings maude for the “Kangaroo,”
these two stenmers could earn svmething
like £100,000 or £120,000 on their way out;
so that, afier deducting the cost of running
them, they would not cost the State more
than £30,000 or £60,000 each. The old
“Iwinana” which cost the Governwent some
£17,000, could, I believe, be sold to-day for
£30,000. The matter is one which the Cov-
ernment should take into their serious econ-
sideration in view of the diffienlty threaten-
ing the North-West ag regards the getting
away of ifs stoek and produce. It may sur-
prise some lhon. members to learn that the
“Kangaroo™ wp to the 30th June last, had
earned a nel profit of over £116,000, Again,
the bookings alveady made for the current
finaneial vear should result in a further net
profit of £180,000, after which the “Kan-
garoo’ will have paid for herself twice over.
These faets should be speciallv horne in
mind by the Government, having regard to
the danger to which T have alluded. An-
other danger threatening the Norih-West
arises from the development—the plensing
development T will say—of the South-West.
The North-West will be faced with the qunes-
tion of the disposal of its stock. Stoek rvais-
ing is inereasing so rapidly in the South-
West that the North-West will have to look
for other markets. Treezing and canning
works are absolutely necessary for the pro-
vision of that other market which North-

Western pastoralists will require. In the
Gascovne district there are enterprising

men. All they want the Government to do
is the mitial worlk, the ehiaining of a report
and the prepaving of plans and estimates.
Let those be submitted to the peaple of the
Gascoyne. and (hev themselves will carry
out the work. 'They are going to ask the
Government to do 1his initial work, and T
trost the request will not he refused. Tur-
ther, there i3 a little stock route from Hame-
lin Pool to Ajana which the Gascoyne
people wish the Government to assist them in
placing in order, Tt may mean the putting
down of thvee hores at a cost of £2,000 or
£3.000; Dbut, if the hores are successful—
and in the opinion of the Government Geo-
logist they should be sucecessful—ilt will be
the means of opening up three million acres
of sheep country, which in rents will pay for
the rost of the work in two yvears. I must

miake a briel reference 10 the pearling indus-
try. Owing to the war and the consequent
difliculty of getting the produce away, the
pearling industry is in rather a eritical con-
dition, If, however, the Government will
assist the pearlers on business lines, by ad-
vances against their stocks of shell, the con-
tinuance of the pearling industry can be as-
sured. It is nol reasonable fo start new in-
dustries while allowing old ones to go by
the board, and I feel contident that the Gov-
ernment will assist the pearling industry..
I do not propose to say anything in regard
to mining, bhecause (he members for Pilbara
and for Roehourne are more fully ae-
quainted with (hat subject than am I In
respect to fishing, hon, members should
know that in Shark Bay we have one of
the greatest assets, not only in the Srate, but
in the Commonwealth. The erection of the
contemplated freezing works in Carnarvon
would enable us to gel over the present
diffieulty eonfronting the fsling industry,
beeause those works could be used for fish
as well as for stoek. There are other mat-
ters conpecled with the developiment of the
North-West which, although [ do not intend
to toneh upon to-day, T hope to deal fully
with on a subsequent vccasion, One thing,
however, which [ must mention ¢oncerns in-
tense culture in the North-West. Recently
wg had at Carnarvon one of the Govern-
ment experts. He inspected hoth hanks of
the river for 60 or 70 miles to the eastward,
and in the course of an interview in which
he was asked about the possibilities of in-
tense cultwre in that distriet. he =aid—

T may state candidly that & know of no
better soil eonditions for this purpose in
Australia, and T believe that sufficient of
the abundant supplies of water running to
wasle ean be eoncerved for the purpose
of seltling o fairly larze eommunity.

To say T am pleased with my visit is to
put it mildly. 1 mn more than that; T am
considerably surprised, for I had no idea
of the fine guality of the eountry alonz
this river, and the possibilities it offers
for -intensive cultivation, [ had ny idea
that such fine eountry existed in Western
Australia as is to he seemn along the Gas-
coyne. The land is similar 1o that alongz
the river Murray in Victoria, New South
Wales, and South Auvstralia, which s
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wtiliseed for the very wumerous irvigation
settlements, and for the huge Yanco
schemes i New South Wales; but in my
opinion it is of higher quality and more
suitable for intensive cultivation.
I think it is the dury ol the (fovernment lo
make further inquiries intu this question,
and to form a small demonstration farm for
the time being. Then. when money is avail-
able, they could go into ithe matter more
thoroughly. In the meantime, however, in
that same area there are snilable tracts for
the settlement of returned scidiers.  The
climate is very fine, and the eost of farming
would be very small indeed. It would be
ridiculous to send our retuwined soldiers who
have lived in the northern parts of the State
to milk vows down arvund Denmark, where
neither the climate nor the work would suit
them, Expert opinien tells us that clearing
and grading along the Gasroyne River would

cosi  only 138, per acre. T do not
intend fto  speak to-tlavy  at any length
upen the  serious  subject  of  finance:

at a later oppoitonity T will go more
fully  inte it.  Flon. members mnust
realise the grave danger that faces Western
Australia ai lhe present time. 1 was re-
turned on the one qualification of having
been a business man for 30 vears, of which
17 were spent in a financial institwtiion. 1
wish to tell the T'reasurer that if at any time
I can do anything to assist him, or if my
knowledge and experience of finanee will be
of anv use to him. le ecan claim my ser-
viees whenever he chouses. T shall be only
too pleased to nssist 1he Government in
putting their finances in a hetter position.
T ask the Government to seriously consider
one aspect of taxation: [ strongly reecom-
mend that an extra levy be imposed for the
purpose of replenishing charitable and
patriotiec funds, after which we eould dis-
allow any further streel or house-to-house
collertions for this purpose. At the pre-
sent fime the zenerons man is ealled upon
everv day to conlribute to one or another
fund. and in many instances the man who
can afford to pav is not doing so. If extra
taxation were imposed for this purpose we
eould dispense with the haphazard collections
now being made.  Thiz taxation proposal
would be far more equitable (han the exist-
ing arrangements.  Repatriation is  de-

manded by the country, and there nust be
no further delay or procrastination in the
weeting of this demand. We must carry out
the promises made tv the brave soldiers
when thex went to the Front. There is a
danger that the work may not be carried on
in the proper way. It is of no use asking
men unaceustomed fo certain walks of life
to embark upon the earning of a living in
those channels.  For instance, boys from
Sharks Bay have gone to the Front. What
woulil e the use of sending them to milk
cows or chase broody hens in the South-
West?  They should be allowed to resume
the avorations they have known in the past.
We shoudd assist them to buy luggers—I do
noi suy we shoull give them luggers—as a
business proposition.  Then there are team-
sters amd drovers why have gone to the
Front, OF what use would it be to ask
them to grow wheat or vegetables? Let us
rather assist them lo acquire feams and re-
enter up.on the line of life with which they
have heen so familiar. [ wish to thank hon.
members for the kind atiention they have
ziven me in the making of this, my maiden
ellfort in Parliament.

Mr. MALEY  (Greenough) [4.22]: I
second the motion. 1 mnust confess to the
feeling of embarrassment whieh attends a
new member speaking in the House for the
first time. and I ask the kindly indulgence
amnil consideration of hon. nembers. Firsi
of ail | wish 1o thank the Premier for the
compliment he paid to my  electoraie  in
asking me to second tlie motion this after-
noon. 1 rezard it also as a rompliment to
the 1erth High School that the Premier
himsell and the mover and the seconder of
the wmotion should in common claim it as
thetr Alma Mater, T also wish to congratu-
late the Premier upon the splendid record
of his gallant son and his comrades in their
effort to assisl the iroops fighting in East-
ern Burope. 1 hope they will have an en-
joyable home-coming, that they will leave
kere strengthened in health, and that their
example in reinforeine the wen on the
eastern fronts of Borope will be an inspir-
ing story during the referendum campaign
to be comducted throughout the Common-
wealth. T bave no difficulty in supporting
the domestic economy proresals ouilined in
the Speech. Tor some reason or other we
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waintain  throughout  the Commonwealth

#1506 1aid legislators to legislate for a popu-
Iation of four millions. Taking our sister
State of Seouth Australin  in  comparison
with ouwrselves, we lind thal she requires 66
legislutors, wherens we require 80 for a
considerably smaller population.

Hon, W,
larger aren.

AMr, MALEY: There is mueh voom for
ecenomy in this dirveetion alone. 1 have
been veturned piledged to support a redue-
tion of members of loth Houses, together
with & reduction in their salaries, .As one
representing constituents some of whom have
received n considerable measure of Covern-
ment rveliel, [ do nol expect, nor do my con-
stituents  think it just that the public
service should sulfer undue hardship at
this critical lime by being subjected to
anything in the natore of a Black Wednes-
day. Waethink that, until times again hegome
normal, the pruning knife should be exer-
cised most judiciously, and that no undue
hardship should be inflicted. Referring to that
portion of the Speech in which it is stated
that one way out of the present finaneial
diffienlty lies through inereased produclion,
T may say that the gzreatest stimulus that
could be given to preduction wonld he to
make production profitable to the producer

C. Angwin: But a considerauly

under average conditions. | come to
you fresh From the soil, from mix-
ing with men who are absolutely dis-

cournged and wearied with unrequited toil,
and whase wives and families are snffering
undue discomfort and hardship. 1 ask
members to toke thelr minds back to the
shop-window display of the State, the Royal
Agrieultural Show. There we had gazing
arvound 1he prize animuls some 30000 peo-
ple, a proportion of whom were con-
veved to the 2round in luxurious motor ears.

You people in the ity are taking too great

i pound of Hesh out of the toil and drodgery
of your fellow-men in the hush. One thing
that ecaused amazement ni  fthe TRoyal
Show was the sight of a group of masiuer-
aders, oot up as nigger minstrels, secking
charity at the farmers’ festival for the aris-
toerats of industry, the Fremantle lumpers.
You city representatives go down to vour
officés in comfart, and vour recreation is

provided on a lavish seale. You have your
horse-racing and other forms of amusement.
Reeently a deputarion waited on a Minister
»f the Crown asking for assistance in the
Iilding up of Searborough beach as a sea-
zide resort. Too wmnch is thought of seaside
resorts and picture jalnces, and, in addition
to this, when a globe-trotter arrives on the
seene and points out some defeet in your
lidseape you at unce initiate a movement
{for-the city heautiful, while, it that globe-
trolter should sustain an extra bump in his
motor ear ride trom Fremantle to Perth,
the Government at onee set abont macadam-
ising the whole length of the road. What a
difference do we find in getting our produce
to the railway sidings in the country! The
city people are taking too great a pound of
flesh out of the producer, and they are put-
ting in no rve-fertilising agent. If the coun-
trv people place hefore thie city people the
prospectus of a bufter amd bacon factory,
or of a freexing works, it is not favourably
viewed. The fascination exercised by the
prospectus of a picture palace, on the other

hand, is very strong. This is prob-
ably  a  resull of the pernicious doe-
trine  expounded hy previous Govern-

ments that a living should he made by grow-
ing wheat alene, Let me describe the con-
ditions under whieh the farmers of my elee-
torate liave been working during the past
four yvears; and 1 take it that my electorate
represenis a fair averaze of the farming
districts of Western Australia. In 1914 we
had almost a complefe drought, but, thanks
fa the law of supply and demand. we got n
maad return for the little erap {hat we had,
and thos we did not come oul entirvely im-
poverished.  Tn 1915 the vield, owing to rust
and hlight, in wany eases was not as much
as a hag of towl feed to the acre. During
ING we had six weeks of absolutely dry
weather in the early spring, when the erops
reruire rain in order to mature the grain.
Then, in 1917. on an average annual rain-
tall of 18 inehes we have had to date 34
inches. The roads were practically impass-
able, and vet the Governmenl, in outlining
their ineasnrves of eeconmny, propose & re-
Muetion of roads bhoard subsidies. The way
in which business is earried on under mod-
ern conditions in the eities cannot be eom-
pared with the conditions of husiness in the
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country, ‘Fhere is absolutely no parallel be-
tween (he two. Tf city business is to be
conducted on scientific methods, then I say
Jet us have scientitic researelh for the benefit
of the men whu are producing for the eity.
Fover since 1915 the capital of the men who
are engaged in production has been tied up
in the wheat pools. The present position is
that the farmers have had 3s. from the last
pool to repay them the cosi of putting in
the erop and taking it off and waiting 12
months.

lon. W, (. Anuwin: The farmers are
Jucky. The wheat is here still.

Mr. MALEY: There are many ways in
whieh the Government ean assist the prim-
ary producers of the State. Tt is up to the
finaneial people of the eifv to assist in the
flotation of butter and hacon factories and
freezing works. Tn my district we are en-
deavouring to Moat a eompany of our own.
The unhusinesslike methods of the Govern-
ment in rendering assistance to the farmers
have made us absolutely sick and tired of
Government ways. The proposals of the
last Ministry for establishing butter and
bacon factories throughout the countrv were
absolutely useless. The last Ministrv wanted
to ereel the works under Government confrol
and then run them under Government con-
trol.  So tired have the cleclors of my dis-
triet hecome of Government eonirol of in-
dustries that they have decided, all impov-
erished as they are, to raise the necessary
funds themselves. But I contend the towns-
people should subseribe to these projeets as
well as the country people. One direction
in which especially the Government should
assist is in providing stud stock for the es-
tablishment of herdz. The farmerz do re-
quire asistance towards the purchase of sires
to estabhish herds. The hemls will not be
establishedl in one or fwo or three vears.
Systematic help shonld be furnished by the
Government in that divection. Next, T wish
tp draw the attention of hon. members 1o
the vast mineral resvurees of the Northamp-
fon distrirt. We have enongh undeveloped

lead arnund Northampion 1o fill up the
Kaiser and everv (erman fo  the
neck. But the roads ta onr prospectors’

shows from ihe rail head to the Geraldine
area are in a deplorahie eondition. and the

prospectors cannol get their product Lrans-
ported to the Fremantle works. In that con-
nection assistance is required, and it is alse
needed in order to allow of quicker returns
heing made to the prospectors. They have
new to wait loo long before they receive a
return in the torm of a chegue from the ore
which is treated by the Iremantle Trading
Company.  Although there has been much
doleful talk about the finaneial condition of
the State, 1 think we should look forward.
I congider it is the duty of the Guvernment
to look Lorward to (he future and hend all
the encrsies of the people to prepare for
the markets whieh will eone into existence
immediately on the cessation of lostilities
far every scrap of raw matevial that Wesi-
ern Australia can possibly produce, whether
it he meat or wheat or minerals or timber,
It will all be requived to repair the terrible
devastalion lhat has heen coused through-
out Europe. We shonld strugele to prepare
ourselves for that period: we should make
provision for that time. when all vur diffi-
culties will be overcome and when the State
itself will retrieve its deficit and bhecome
Prosperons viee more,  We can atlain that
el only throngh the hearty co-operation of
all scetions of the ecommunity. Tn con-
clnsion, T wish in express the pleasure that
I feel in seeonding the mofion of the mem-
her far Carnarvon.

On motion by Hon. P. CUollier, debate ad-
jowrned.

ITouse adjourned at 139 pom,




